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Objective
-

e To be an easily accessible source of reliable
Information about Johne’s disease for
producers and those who work with them

e To facilitate the exchange and expand the
use of existing information

e Encourage and demonstrate producer
Interest in and use of Johne’s control /' +=¢

management programs { )<
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Bottom line
o

e How can we best provide the information and
tools producers need to effectively deal with
Johne’s Disease?

e \What are producers doing now? How can

we assist?
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What are we doing?

e WWw.Johnesdisease.org

- State contact information

Producer programs
National program
International programs
Information links
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http://www.johnesdisease.org/

Producer publications
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Johne's producer education plan hopes fo bridge

knowledge gaps

o1 years ago, USDA’s National
Tlninul Health Manitoring Sar-
vey estimated that fohae's dis-
ease affected 3000000 of the nation’s
dairy cattle and 22% of its herds.
Follonw-up studies suggest the pic-
ture fan't any pretties, When USDA
tested cantle in 62 berds in 2002 uing
the Johne's fecal culture best. 4% had
at least ane fecal positive animal.
That's why a new National Johne's
Education Initistive is
betrug started, The i
sion: To provide pro
ducers {dasry and beel),
amul themse wh wark with
them, reliable, useful and
easy to access informa-
tian about the discase.

The initiative has
three objectives:

leduce the possibity of intro
ducing Johne's discase into uninfect-
ed hierds.

wMinimize the impact of Jahne's
disease in herds already infected

eControl existing cases

“The initiative is the outgrowth of
wotk b the Johne's Working Groap,
which is part of the Johne's Disease
Committee of the United Stan

Jsh Aswociation (USAHA

says Ken Olson, Johne's Education
dis “They and others in the

industry s an increasing need for
producer education,”

Some veterinarians hve ques
oned whesher such a push to contral
Johne's now is warth the effort. They
cite problems with fohae's tests that
don't appear to be accuraie since
they can’t sdenify all infecied cows

or it sometimes take months to
defiver results on individual animals.

Olson  counters that  carrent
Johne's tests are at least as good 2y
the bavine tuberculosis and brocel-
bosis tests were when those disease
eradication  efforts were  atarted
decades aga.

“The Johne's tests will get better
and faster” he says. "Ry improving
educational efforts and doing herd
RIS e, we can focin
on where the problem
herds are and center our
control efforts there”

The education initia
tive Is 3 cooperative
effort of the National
Uistitute fixr  Animal
Agriculture,  USDAY
Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) Veterinary
Service along with USAHAY Johne's
Working Group. APHIS pravided
850,000 in funding to jump-start the
peogram List year, and has comemit
ted at least that musch for 2006, sers
CHsan. Orthier groups will sl partic-
ipuate in the initistive.

Along with providing the mowt
recent Johne's information, the edu-
cation effort hopes 1o share lessons
learnicd from 67 cooperating dairy
herds with 60,000 cattle in 16 states.

The Johne's education indtiative’s
mos visible effort is s website,
w fehnesdisease.org, Detigned 1o
be produger friendly. the Web site is
a2 ae-stop destisation for reputable,
factual information on the disease. It
abo provides quick, easy links o
Johne's disease coandinatar in cach
sate. —Jim Dickrell

www.dairyladay.com
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Outreach

]
e NDB/NMPF/UDIA Meeting
e NDHIA Meeting
e JDIP Meeting
e Canadian and EU program leaders
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What Is needed?

«
e Feed back

- What are you (producers) doing?

- What is needed from JEI and NJWG to assist
producers?

- What concerns do you have?

e Funding
— ldeas 57
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e Possible Advisory Committee



Contact
7]

Ken Olson
Johne’s Education Coordinator

E-mail: kolson@animalagriculture.org
Phone: 630-237-4961
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